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Capitol Insights October 

1. Which of the following statements do you believe is most accurate concerning Governor 

Christie's decision to cancel the ARC Tunnel project: 

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

It was made strictly on the merits 

and simply recognized fiscal 

reality: regardless of the benefits, 

New Jersey doesn't have the 

resources to be able to afford this 

kind of massive project at this 

time.

13.2% 14

It was smart move because it 

reinforced Christie's image as a 

fiscally responsible leader and 

put supporters of the project in 

the position of having to help 

find additional funding 

someplace other than New 

Jersey.

46.2% 49

It was short-sighted abdication of 

leadership that will adversely 

impact New Jersey and the region 

for generations.

17.0% 18

It was a way to get money into the 

Transportation Trust Fund without 

having to raise taxes.

23.6% 25

  answered question 106

  skipped question 4
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2. On a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being "not happening" and 10 being "absolutely happening":

  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Rating 

Average

Response 

Count

What is the liklihood of the ARC 

Tunnel project being revived in 

2010?

8.3% 

(9)

13.9% 

(15)

10.2% 

(11)

12.0% 

(13)

16.7% 

(18)

11.1% 

(12)
20.4% 

(22)

6.5% 

(7)

0.0% 

(0)

0.9% 

(1)
4.69 108

  answered question 108

  skipped question 2
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3. On a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being "not happening" and 10 being "absolutely happening," what is 

the liklihood of the following elements of Governor Christie's reform agenda being passed by both 

the Senate and Assembly before January 1, 2011?

  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Rating 

Average

Response 

Count

Reform in the the selection of 

arbitrators for union contracts

1.9% 

(2)

3.7% 

(4)

10.3% 

(11)

8.4% 

(9)

19.6% 

(21)

9.3% 

(10)

11.2% 

(12)
20.6% 

(22)

6.5% 

(7)

8.4% 

(9)
6.14 107

Allow counties and municipalities to 

opt out of civil service

9.4% 

(10)

13.2% 

(14)

16.0% 

(17)

10.4% 

(11)

7.5% 

(8)

10.4% 

(11)

7.5% 

(8)
17.0% 

(18)

6.6% 

(7)

1.9% 

(2)
4.92 106

Permit school districts to impose a 

"last best offer" contract under 

certain circumstances

4.7% 

(5)

4.7% 

(5)

8.4% 

(9)

6.5% 

(7)
16.8% 

(18)

15.9% 

(17)
16.8% 

(18)

15.0% 

(16)

9.3% 

(10)

1.9% 

(2)
5.85 107

Roll back the 9% pension benefit 

increase enacted in 2001

2.8% 

(3)

9.3% 

(10)

12.1% 

(13)

9.3% 

(10)
15.0% 

(16)

12.1% 

(13)

10.3% 

(11)

12.1% 

(13)

10.3% 

(11)

6.5% 

(7)
5.70 107

A ban on dual employment for all 

state, county, and local officials 

and employees

6.5% 

(7)

7.4% 

(8)

12.0% 

(13)

5.6% 

(6)

12.0% 

(13)

3.7% 

(4)

13.9% 

(15)

12.0% 

(13)
15.7% 

(17)

11.1% 

(12)
6.08 108

Restriction on "wheeling" that 

impose limits on contributions by 

county and municipal committees 

and committee-to-committee 

contributions

8.3% 

(9)

9.3% 

(10)

13.9% 

(15)

3.7% 

(4)
18.5% 

(20)

5.6% 

(6)

14.8% 

(16)

13.9% 

(15)

7.4% 

(8)

4.6% 

(5)
5.37 108

  answered question 108

  skipped question 2
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4. What will be the longterm impact of the use of subpoenas by the Senate in its Race to the Top 

hearings?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Subpoenas will become a common 

tool used by the legislature against 

the Christie Administration.

8.3% 9

Subpoenas will be more frequently 

used by the legislature than before, 

but only in limited and specific 

circumstances.

36.7% 40

This was a unique situation and 

subpoena power will continue to 

be rarely invoked by the 

legislature.

55.0% 60

  answered question 109

  skipped question 1
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5. On a scale of 1 to 10 with 1 being diametrically opposed, confrontational, and cold and 10 being 

totally in-synch, cooperative and cordial, rate the relationships between the Governor, Senate 

President, and Assembly Speaker

  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Rating 

Average

Response 

Count

Relationship between Christie and 

Sweeney

0.0% 

(0)

2.8% 

(3)

3.7% 

(4)

13.0% 

(14)

15.7% 

(17)

23.1% 

(25)
26.9% 

(29)

11.1% 

(12)

3.7% 

(4)

0.0% 

(0)
5.96 108

Relationship between Christie and 

Oliver

11.2% 

(12)

18.7% 

(20)
25.2% 

(27)

25.2% 

(27)

14.0% 

(15)

4.7% 

(5)

0.9% 

(1)

0.0% 

(0)

0.0% 

(0)

0.0% 

(0)
3.30 107

Relationship between Sweeney and 

Oliver

0.9% 

(1)

7.5% 

(8)

13.1% 

(14)

19.6% 

(21)
27.1% 

(29)

21.5% 

(23)

5.6% 

(6)

3.7% 

(4)

0.9% 

(1)

0.0% 

(0)
4.76 107

  answered question 108

  skipped question 2

6. Will Governor Chris Christie be the Republcian nominee for President or Vice-President in 2012?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Yes 16.7% 18

No 83.3% 90

  answered question 108

  skipped question 2
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7. Regardless of which candidate you want to see win, which candidate will win the 3rd 

Congressional District race?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

John Adler 44.9% 48

Jon Runyon 55.1% 59

  answered question 107

  skipped question 3

8. Regardless of which candidate you want to see win, which candidate will win the 12th 

Congressional District race?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Rush Holt 81.3% 87

Scott Sipprelle 18.7% 20

  answered question 107

  skipped question 3
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9. Regardless of which candidate you want to see win, which candidate will win Bergen County 

Executive race?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Dennis McNerney 11.2% 12

Kathe Donovan 88.8% 95

  answered question 107

  skipped question 3

10. Regardless of which candidate you want to see win, which candidate will win the 14th Legislative 

District Senate race?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Tom Goodwin 36.8% 39

Linda Greenstein 63.2% 67

  answered question 106

  skipped question 4


